
Unit Overview 

Content Area: Visual Art 

Unit Title:  What do we know about the elements of Art?   

Target Course/Grade Level:  2nd grade                                       Timeline: 8-10 class periods 

Unit Summary:  This unit is a review of the basic information they have previously learned about the 
elements of art.  They will also expand on color theory by being introduced to warm and cool colors and 
tints and shades. They will identify the elements, compare and contrast the ways artists have used them in 
works of art, and use this knowledge to create their own works of art. 
 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:   Math (line and shape vocabulary, )     Science (elements in  
                                                                          nature)  Language Arts (verbalize ideas on art)   

21st century themes and skills:   Learning and Innovation Skills: 
                  (1) Creativity and Innovation 

                                                         (2) Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Unit Rationale:  In continuing to study the elements of art students will build upon their understanding 
that knowledge of the visual art elements is an essential tool for discussing, appreciating and creating art. 

Learning Targets 
Standards:  
1.1    The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and             
          principles that govern the creation of works of art in visual art. 
1.2    History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the role, development, and    
          influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures.  
1.3     Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies  
          appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in visual art.  
1.4A  Aesthetic Responses:  All students will demonstrate and apply an  
           understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in visual art.  
1.4B   Critique Methodologies:  All students will demonstrate and apply an    
           understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in visual art. 
9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, 
collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and 
workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements: 
Related content statements for Standard 1.1 

 The basic elements of art and principles of design govern art creation and composition. 

 Recognizing the elements of art and principles of design in artworks of known and emerging 
artists, as well as peers, is an initial step toward visual literacy. 

Related content statements for Standard 1.2 

 Visual artwork from diverse cultures and historical eras have distinct characteristics and common 
themes that are revealed by contextual clues within the works of art.    

Related content statements for Standard 1.3 

 Visual statements in art are derived from the basic elements of art regardless of the format and 
medium used to create the art. There are also a variety of art media, each having its own materials, 
processes, and technical application methods for exploring solutions to creative problems.  



 Symbols convey meaning agreed upon by a group or culture. Manipulation of the basic elements 
of art and principles of design for personal expression results in visual communication that may be 
relevant in a variety of settings. 

 Each of the visual art forms uses various materials, tools, and techniques that are associated with 
unique verbal and visual vocabularies. 

 Visual awareness stems from acute observational skills and interest in visual objects, spaces, and 
the relationship of objects to the world. 

Related content statements for Standard 1.4A 

 Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has distinct characteristics, as 
do the artists who create them. 

Related content statements for Standard 1.4B 

 Constructive criticism is an important evaluative tool that enables artists to communicate more 
effectively 

 Contextual clues are embedded in works of art and provided insight into artistic intent. 

Related content statements for Standard 9.1A 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills 
to solve the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

Related content statements for Standard 9.1B 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal 
setting and problem solving. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
1.1.2.D.1 Identify the basic elements of art and principles of design in diverse types of artwork. 

1.1.2.D.2 Compare and contrast works of art in various mediums that use the same art elements and 
principles of design. 

1.2.2.A.1 Identify characteristic theme-based works of visual art, such as artworks based on the 
themes of family and community, from various historical periods and world cultures. 

1.3.2.D.1 Create two- and three-dimensional works of art using the basic elements of color, line, 
shape, form, texture, and space, as well as a variety of art mediums and application 
methods.  

1.3.2.D.2 Use symbols to create personal works of art based on selected age-appropriate themes, 
using oral stories as a basis for pictorial representation. 

1.3.2.D.3 Employ basic verbal and visual art vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge of the materials, 
tools, and methodologies used to create and tell visual stories. 

1.3.2.D.4 Explore the use of a wide array of art mediums and select tools that are appropriate to the 
production of works of art in a variety of art media. 

1.3.2.D.5 Create works of art that are based on observations of the physical world and that illustrate 
how art is part of everyday life, using a variety of art mediums and art media. 

1.4.2.A.1 Identify aesthetic qualities of exemplary works of art in visual art, and identify 
characteristics of the artists who created them (e.g., gender, age, absence or presence of 
training, style, etc.). 

1.4.2.A.3 Use imagination to create a story based on an arts experience that communicated an 



emotion or feeling, and tell the story through visual art. 

1.4.2.A.4 Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of visual art. 

1.4.2.B.1 Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and use them to formulate 
objective assessments of artworks in visual art. 

1.4.2.B.2 Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving responses to 
performances. 

1.4.2.B.3 Recognize the main subject or theme in works of visual art. 

9.1.4.A.1 
 

Recognize a problem and brainstorm ways to solve the problem individually or 
collaboratively. 

9.1.4.A.5 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family settings. 
 

9.1.4.B.1 Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster 
creative thinking. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How do artists communicate with the elements 
of art? 

    How does learning the language of art make      
      you a better artist? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Artists need the elements of art to create any 
type of artwork. 

 Knowledge of art vocabulary is an essential tool 
for creating and discussing art.  

 Review of elements: 
1. A Color wheel is a tool artists use to see 

the relationships of colors. 
2. There are six basic lines in art: vertical, 

horizontal, diagonal, curved, zigzag and 
broken. 

3. There are two categories of shapes, 
geometric and free-form 

4. A form is a 3-dimensional object with 
height, width and depth. 

5. Actual texture is the way something 
feels.  Visual texture is the way 
something looks like it should feel. 

 Additional color theory: 
1. Color can affect mood and be used to 

communicate thoughts and ideas. 
2. Warm colors are red, orange and yellow. 

They appear to come forward in space.  
3. Cool colors are blue, green and purple. 

They seem to recede in space.  
4. A tint is a mixture of a color with white.  
5. A shade is a mixture of a color with 

black. 
 We can find the elements of art all around 

nature. 
 Artists are inspired by nature.  
 There are many ways that artists use the 

elements to communicate through their art. 
 We use our own imagination when interpreting 



and creating art.  
Unit Learning Targets 
Students will ... 

 Identify the basic elements of art in diverse types of artwork. 

 Create works of art using the basic elements of color, line, shape, form, texture, and space, as well as a 
variety of art mediums and application methods. 

 Create a work of art that is based on observations of nature.  

 Use imagination to illustrate a character using the basic elements of art that communicates emotion or 
tells a story. 

 Students will identify warm and cool colors and shades and tints and understand how color affects mood 
and how it can be used to communicate. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

 Line Review-Imagination exercise creating a simple line drawing -  1 class period 
 Artists are inspired by nature –Autumn Leaf and Landscape Drawing -  2-3 class periods 
 Creating characters- review use of the basic elements to create imaginative characters (ex. Where 

the Wild Things Are)  3 class periods 
 Warm and Cool colorful designs  2-3 class periods 

 
 

Equipment needed:   large white paper, leaf stencils, facial feature sheet, pencils, crayons, markers Leaf 
visuals, watercolor paints, black sharpie markers 
* (See individual lesson plans for list of materials needed.) 
 
Teacher Instructional Resources:  Fine Art prints showing examples of how artists are inspired by 
nature, illustrations of imaginative storybook characters (ex. Where the Wild Things Are), color wheel 
* (See individual lesson plans for list of resources needed.)  

Formative Assessments 

  Teacher observation 

  Class critique 

  Class Participation 

 Group/individual oral assessment 

 Self-Assessment 

 Rubric/checklist for completion and understanding 

 

Integration of Technology:   Smart Board  lessons on Elements of Art 

Technology Resources: 
Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/building_lessons/elements.html#line 
http://www.artsconnected.org/toolkit/encyclopedia.html 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  
Flexibility with timelines, provide for artistic choices, utilize grouping strategies, give instructions using a 
variety of modalities, offer additional independent art activities, allow students to use art room library and 
picture files as a resource for individual growth and expression. 

Teacher Notes: 
 *The actual projects used for the performance based summative assessments may vary from year to year. 



 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Visual Art 

Unit Title:  Learning to Think About Art (Intro. to the methods of Critique) 

Target Course/Grade Level:  2nd grade                                       Timeline: 

Unit Summary:  In this unit students will develop, apply and reflect upon knowledge of the process of 
critique. Students will learn that critique is an organized system for looking at and talking about art and it 
is an important tool that enables artists to communicate more effectively. They will understand that 
specific qualities of an artwork can be qualitatively assessed using observable criteria, but that 
individuals can have different opinions on works of art... 
 
 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:          Science (Identifying elements and principles )     
                            Social Studies (Discussing art from different cultures and historical time periods )          
                                                                     Language Arts (verbalize ideas on art) 

21st century themes and skills:   Learning and Innovation Skills: 
                  (1) Creativity and Innovation 

                                                         (2) Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Unit Rationale:   The role of Art Criticism is to provide students with the opportunities to learn how to 
arrive at reasoned judgments based on sufficient and appropriate criteria. Learning the process of critique 
will help the students build confidence to think about and discuss works of art, to make informed opinions 
about art, and to understand that everyone does not respond the same way to a work of art. 

Learning Targets 
Standards:  
1.1    The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and             
          principles that govern the creation of works of art in visual art. 
1.2    History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the role, development, and    
          influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures.  
1.3     Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies  
          appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in visual art.  
1.4A  Aesthetic Responses:  All students will demonstrate and apply an  
           understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in visual art.  
1.4B   Critique Methodologies:  All students will demonstrate and apply an    
           understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in visual art. 
9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, 
collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and 
workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements: 
Related content statements for Standard 1.1 

 The basic elements of art and principles of design govern art creation and composition. 

 Recognizing the elements of art and principles of design in artworks of known and emerging 
artists, as well as peers, is an initial step toward visual literacy. 

Related content statements for Standard 1.2 



 Visual artwork from diverse cultures and historical eras have distinct characteristics and common 
themes that are revealed by contextual clues within the works of art.    

 The function and purpose of art-making across cultures is a reflection of societal values and 
beliefs.         

Related content statements for Standard 1.3 

 Visual statements in art are derived from the basic elements of art regardless of the format and 
medium used to create the art. There are also a wide variety of art media, each having its own 
materials, processes, and technical application methods for exploring solutions to creative 
problems.  

 Symbols convey meaning agreed upon by a group or culture. Manipulation of the basic elements 
of art and principles of design for personal expression results in visual communication that may be 
relevant in a variety of settings. 

 Each of the visual art forms uses various materials, tools, and techniques that are associated with 
unique verbal and visual vocabularies. 

 Knowledge of visual art media necessitates an understanding of a variety of traditional and 
nontraditional tools, applications, possibilities, and limitations. 

 Visual awareness stems from acute observational skills and interest in visual objects, spaces, and 
the relationship of objects to the world. 

Related content statements for Standard 1.4A 

 Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has distinct characteristics, as 
do the artists who create them. 

Related content statements for Standard 1.4B 

 Relative merits of works of art can be qualitatively and quantitatively assessed using 
observable criteria. 

 Constructive criticism is an important evaluative tool that enables artists to communicate more 
effectively 

 Contextual clues are embedded in works of art and provided insight into artistic intent. 

Related content statements for Standard 9.1B 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal 
setting and problem solving. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
1.1.2.D.1 Identify the basic elements of art and principles of design in diverse types of artwork. 

1.1.2.D.2 Compare and contrast works of art in various mediums that use the same art elements and 
principles of design. 

1.2.2.A.1 Identify characteristic theme-based works of visual art, such as artworks based on the 
themes of family and community, from various historical periods and world cultures. 

1.2.2.A.2 Identify how artists and specific works of visual art reflect, and are affected by, past and 
present cultures. 

1.3.2.D.3 Employ basic verbal and visual art vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge of the materials, 
tools, and methodologies used to create and tell visual stories. 

1.4.2.A.1 Identify aesthetic qualities of exemplary works of art in visual art, and identify 
characteristics of the artists who created them (e.g., gender, age, absence or presence of 



training, style, etc.). 

1.4.2.A.2 Compare and contrast culturally and historically diverse works of visual art that evoke 
emotion and that communicate cultural meaning. 

1.4.2.A.4 Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of visual art. 

1.4.2.B.1 Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and use them to formulate 
objective assessments of artworks in visual art. 

1.4.2.B.2 Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving responses to 
performances. 

1.4.2.B.3 
 

Recognize the main subject or theme in works of visual art. 

9.1.4.B.1 Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster 
creative thinking. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 Why do we critique art? 
 How do we critique art? 
 Why do people have different opinions about 

art? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Critique is a positive tool. When we critique a 
work of art, we gain a better understanding of its 
meaning. 

 The first step of critique is to look at a work of art 
and Describe exactly what you see. 

 Step two is to look closer at the work and Analyze 
what elements were used and how they were 
organized. 

 Step three is to Interpret what the artist was trying 
to express. 

 Step four is to make a judgment, or opinion about 
the quality of the work.  

 Individuals can have different opinions toward 
works of art.   

Unit Learning Targets 
Students will ... 

  Describe their initial responses to what they see in an artwork based on observation. 

  Analyze the basic elements and principles they see used in an artwork. 

  Identify media, techniques and processes used to create the artwork. 

 Interpret the artist’s meaning, mood or symbolism. 

 Judge the quality of the artwork and offer explanations for their opinion. 

 Understand how individuals can have different opinions toward works of art.  

 Respond to, respect and learn from the informed reactions of their peers. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

 Critique works of art by describing what they see, analyzing basic elements and principles of art, 
interpreting the artists meaning, mood or symbolism and making an informed judgement of the 
artworks merit - (ongoing) 

 Critique question and answer game – (will be used as a beginning and/or closing activity 
throughout the year.) 

 



 
Equipment needed:  paper and pencils  
* (See individual lesson plans for list of materials needed.) 
 
Teacher Instructional Resources:  A variety of  fine art prints to observe and critique 
* (See individual lesson plans for list of resources needed.)  

Formative Assessments 

  Teacher observation 

  Class critique 

  Class Participation 
 

 Group/individual oral assessment 

 Self-Assessment 

 Rubric/checklist for completion and understanding 
 

 

Integration of Technology:   Smart Board  lessons on Critique 
 

Technology Resources: 
Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/elem/criticism.htm 
http://artworkinparis.tripod.com/index-10.html 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  
Flexibility with timelines, provide for artistic choices, utilize grouping strategies, give instructions using a 
variety of modalities, offer additional independent art activities, allow students to use art room library and 
picture files as a resource for individual growth and expression. 

Teacher Notes:  
*The actual projects used for the performance based summative assessments may vary from year to year. 

 
 
 
 
 


